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Get in Touch !
Church/School Office 

(920) 623-5180 
office@zioncolumbus.com 
www.zioncolumbus.org !
Daniel Sims, Pastor 

(920) 623-5175 
pastordansims@gmail.com !

Robert Wilke, Pastor 
(920) 623-4870 

revrwilke@gmail.com !
Chad Grambsch, Principal 

(414) 313-4308 
cgrambsch@zioncrusaders.com !

Jim Grasby, Lakeside Principal 

(920) 648-2321 !
!

!!!!!!
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
I have made a decision concerning the 
divine call to Immanuel Lutheran in 
Manitowoc. After prayerful deliberation, 
I have decided to accept the call to 
Immanuel and leave my current calling 
here at Zion. I would like to share with 
you some of my thoughts that led me to 
this decision. !
These past few weeks of deliberation 
have been a roller coaster for my family. 
Sleep has been elusive. I have been 
privileged to receive seven calls in the 
past eight years. I returned six of them, 
but this one would not let go. The Holy 
Spirit was working behind the scenes in 
my mind and heart. Though the 
decision was clear, it was not easy. I 
love Zion and Columbus. I raised my 
family in this community and 
congregation. I have been privileged to 
serve with my brother Pastor Wilke, 
with brothers and sisters on the faculty 
and with all of you as partners in the 
gospel for the past 14 years. Together 
we have worshiped and served, studied 
and grown and reached out with the 
gospel. God even allowed us to build a 
beautiful new church and organ to his 
glory. Leaving all this behind is no small 
matter for me or for you! !
So then why am I leaving? It’s all about 
gifts, needs and timing. It was clear to 
me early on that my gifts match well 
with the needs of Immanuel. Immanuel 
is about the same size as Zion and is 
normally served by two pastors. For the 
past ten months they have not had a 
pastor of their own. They are also 
vacant at the principal position and just 
extended a call to fill that position last 
Sunday. They are in need of strong  
pastoral leadership, assistance in the 
areas of organization and administration 

 !!!!!!

!!!!
and help with worship and outreach. I 
believe that my God-given gifts match 
up well with what they need. Timing is 
also important. For the past few years I 
have been wondering if it was time for 
me to leave Zion so that a man with 
different and perhaps better gifts could 
come in and work with Pastor Wilke, our 
leadership and all of you to continue 
Zion’s mission. Now, with our building 
and organ complete, with many 
excellent leaders and dedicated 
members eager to move forward with 
our mission, with our ministry on a solid 
foundation, it seemed to me the timing 
was right for a change. Is there still 
work to do here at Zion? Absolutely! 
However, I believe I can best serve the 
Lord in his kingdom right now at 
Immanuel in Manitowoc. !
So what’s next? Changes are coming. 
Over the next several weeks my family 
and I will prepare for the move to 
Manitowoc. I will take the necessary 
steps to transition from ministry here to 
ministry a couple of hours north. Pastor 
Wilke and our leaders will begin to 
make preparations for calling another 
pastor. I am confident that the Lord 
already has in mind the man who will 
serve as your next shepherd, and that 
through him the Lord will bless you 
richly. Most likely, I will preach my last 
sermon as your pastor in early January. !
There will be some changes, but so 
much remains the same. You have the 
same congregation to carry on the 
ministry. You have the same time and 
talents to serve the Lord in worship, 
Christian education and gospel 
outreach. You have the same beautiful 
sanctuary, and the music and message 
to fill it. Most importantly, all the eternal  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things are intact. You have the same Lord, the same hope of 
the resurrection, the same baptism, the same Supper, the 
same message from the pulpit – none of these things 
change. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 
and forever (Hebrews 13:8). !
Please know that even though the Sims family is leaving Zion 
for Immanuel, we love you all dearly. You will always be a  
part of us. Soon we will say our temporary goodbyes until we 
meet again - maybe sooner, maybe later, but certainly 
forever. !
Thank you all for 14 amazing years of growing in Christ, for 
all your kindness and support, energy and encouragement 
that made our lives here blessed beyond measure. God bless 
you all. !
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Sims !!

Greeter Schedule !December 6 
8:00am — E7 10:30am — L1                         
Dale & Joyce Gajdosik Nancy Huebner & Sara Hana             !December 13 
8:00am — E11 10:30am — L2                       
Harold & Delphine Schaefer Laurie Kirchberg & Pat Premo     !December 20 
8:00am — E12 10:30am — L3                       
Art Sharpee & Waldamar Vick Rick & Lisa Gentz  !December 27 
8:00am — E13 10:30am — L4                       
Leo & Audrey Fischer Bernard & Genevieve Setz              !
If you are interested in being added as a greeter or need to 
be removed from the schedule, please contact Melody 
Krakow at 623-4346 

 !
Video Team Schedule 

December 2015 

         6    Phil Manteufel 
         13   Mark Lindell 
         20   Randy Koehn 
         27   Matt Greiling !!!

October Church Attendance !                     Date                             Total 
                      1/4                                 401 
                      8/11                               523 
                      15/18                             347 
                      25 (Organ Dedication)      405                         !

Usher Schedule !December 6 
8:00am                         
Team E7                        
Rick Gentz (C)                
James Greiling (A)          
Matt Greiling                  
Nicholas Arndt                
Mark Hintz                     
Tom Kitzerow                 !
December 6, December 13, and December 20 
8:00am December 13 10:30am December 6     
8:30am December 20  10:30am December 13    
Team E8 Team L2                       
John Evers (C) Dale Schultz (C)              
Lee Evers (A) George Peeper (A)                
Austin Evers Daniel Schultz                  
Logan Kehoe Matt Ganser                 
J Doyle Dylan Schultz                         
 Michael Hallberg                                   !
December 20, December 24, and December 25 
4:00pm December 24 10:30am December 20    
10:00am December 25  7:00pm December 24  
Team E1 Team L3                       
Jeff Henning (C) Jim Kluetzman (C)            
Daryl Berndt (A) Matt Huber (A)            
Leo Fischer Dave Harle                   
Matt Weidner Michael Uttech                
Rodney Hacht Rodney Cooley               
Mark Tiedt Gary Schuhmacher                    !
December 27 and December 31 
8:00am December 27 10:30am December 27     
  5:00pm December 31                                  
Team E2 Team L4                       
Delmar Vick (C) Bruce Zander (C)             
Dale Gajdosik(A) Kurt Zander (A)           
Randy Vick Kane Browskowski                    
Kenneth Schulz Wyatt Browskowski             
Eric Turnquist Bradley Sennhenn                
Eliot Turnquist Neal Sennhenn               
 Zach Beyer                                   !
If you have any questions about the schedule, would like to 
be added as an usher or won’t be able to serve any longer as 
an usher, please call Julie Doyle at (608) 846-5103. !

!
Council Names and Numbers 

Rick Gentz, President - 623-2507 
Bruce Zander, Vice President - 623-5217 
Jason Langille, Secretary - 608-837-2148 
Brady Weiland, Treasurer - 920-285-7362 

Dan Retzlaff, Education - 623-2623 
Jeff Krakow, Elders - 920-210-2388 

Matt Vosberg, Outreach - 920-210-3817 
Kurt Zander, Property - 920-210-1107 
Dave Harle, Stewardship - 623-3819  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Fellowship Hall & 
Pantry Usage 
Your Zion Pantry 
Committee has written up 
a contract for Fellowship 
Hall and Pantry usage. If 
you would like to reserve 
our beautiful fellowship 
hall for your next party or 
gathering, contact the office to reserve your date and 
to pick up the necessary paperwork. !!
Ministrations ! Deaths      
7.  Margaret Bader. Born 10/21/1922, Died 10/1/2015. 
8.  Addie Berndt. Born 7/23/1936, Died 10/27/2015. !!!!!!!!!
   Shirley Knudson  12th 84 years                   
   Evelyn Wendt  23rd           97 years            
   Mildred Kehl  29th          83 years               
   Herbert Pergande  31st          87 years        
   !!
Ladies’ Aid 
The holidays are here. On December 3rd we will meet 
at 2pm to decide on Christmas gifts, bring items for 
Zion’s Relief Committee and plan for the Christmas 
Cheer boxes. We will also be entertained by Zion 
School students. !
May we all be thankful for all the blessings we have, 
not only during the holidays, but every day of the 
year. !!
Zion School Scrip Program 
The Zion Lutheran School Scrip program is in full 
swing with families earning rebates toward next year’s 
tuition at lightening speed! Our sales have increased 
50% since this time last year. A special thank you to 
our sales team who devotes their time before and 
after school to offer this opportunity to Zion, and to 
our other volunteers who keep it running smoothly 
behind the scenes. Also, a huge thank you to the Zion 
Church members without Zion students who make 
special trips over to school to order and pick up gift 
cards - the tuition assistance fund is growing because 
of you! Just a reminder, December 11th is the last day 
to order gift cards in time for Christmas gift-giving. !

News from our Librarian 
For the first time in several years, the 
church library is working without any 
budget allocations. Thanks be to God, you’d 
never know it! I have been busily entering 
in new items generously given by donation 
to us by Zion members and by our WELS-
Church Librarians’ Organization. We even 
have a beautiful new rocking chair recently 
donated to complete the space. !
I’m also happy to say we are having more checkouts and new users 
than ever before. In fact, we will soon have 200 patrons who’ve 
grown in God’s Word through the use of the church library. I’d like to 
thank Pastor Sims for his dedication over the past 11 years in making 
sure our library is the best it can be. Here’s a list of our newest 
items: !
Be Still:  45 Days Of Living In God's Stillness 
Behold!  I Am Coming Soon:  Advent Devotions On the Book of  
     Revelation 
Celebrate Home:  Great Ideas For Stay-at-Home Moms 
Cherished Gifts:  Devotions for Moms By a Mom 
Christian Time Management:  Investing God's Gift Wisely 
Come, Take a Seat:  A Start For Your Own Personal or Family  
     Devotions 
Commentary on Galatians 
Commentary on Romans 
Devotional Thoughts For Christians In Conflict 
Foundations:  A Parent's Introduction To Christian Education 
Grace Abounds:  The Splendor Of Christian Doctrine 
I Didn't Plan To Be a Single Parent 
It's Not Fair (The Tree House Kids Series)  
The Legend Of the Sand Dollar:  An Inspirational Story Of Hope For  
     Easter 
Lies and Deceptions (Novel Devotions) 
The Lord Will Answer:  A Daily Prayer Catechism 
Loved!  Devotions For Teens By Teens 
Luther's Catechism 
Luther's Large Catechism:  A Contemporary Translation With Study  
     Questions 
Nobody's Friend (The Tree House Kids Series) 
The Pentecost Story 
A Picture Of God:  3 In 1 
The Power Of Communication:  For Richer Interpersonal  
     Relationships 
The Sheep That No One Could Find 
Starting At the End:  Worldview, God's Word, and Your Future 
Temptations:  Novel Devotions 
A Time For Everything 
Today's Light FAQ's 
Upbeat Faith For Downbeat Days 
What Really Happened To the Dinosaurs? 
You Ask About...Faith:  Questions Teens Are Asking 
You Ask About...Relationships:  Questions Teens Are Asking 
Your Questions, Scripture's Answers !
Messenger Deadline 
Please submit your Messenger articles by December 11th. Contact 
Sue Henning at 920-623-2569 or suehenning25@gmail.com if you 
have any questions. 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Elders Board by Jeff Krakow !
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes 
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from 
sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. (Hebrews 12:1-3) 
  
Have you ever run a race? I have many times, though it was more than 40 years ago. You can get very tired, maybe it’s more 
frustrated, or, as God says, you grow weary and lose heart. There are two races I remember very well. One, I grew very weary 
and was losing heart and the other; I was just frustrated. I did win both (the second wasn’t so much a race as it was a run). 
  
God tells us to Run in such a way as to get the prize. (1 Corinthians 9:24b) He continues in verse 25, Everyone who 
competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a 
crown that will last forever. Yes, I won the race I have referenced, but it was a crown that did not last. In fact, it was a watch 
that I lost within two years (probably one; that I don’t remember). 
  
Let’s look further at Hebrews. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, our Savior endured the cross for us and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. How beautiful is that? We are the joy that was set before him and he endured 
the cross for us miserable sinners! Our selfish, prideful, greedy bodies grow weary of meeting together and we lose heart in 
bringing our first fruits to him who endured the cross! Yet, he endured our opposition to him so that we will not grow weary and 
lose heart. Fix your eyes on Jesus! Where will you be during our worship services? Will you be too weary to come and sing 
praises to him who loves us so much he suffered hell so we wouldn’t have to? Will you lose heart because you feel he didn’t 
answer your prayer (at least not the way you wanted him to) and miss the wonderful blessings he showers on us during worship? 
Fix your eyes on Jesus! We are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses. We have wonderful, dedicated, faithful called 
workers. We have a beautiful building to gather and hear and study his word. We have fellow members who pray for you and love 
you and long to worship with you. As we recently heard, our building resonates beautiful music when we open our mouths and 
sing his praise! Don’t miss out on such great opportunities! Return to him, sing praise to him, and glorify his name with your 
presence in worship! Fix your eyes on Jesus!  
  
As we come to Thanksgiving and then into Advent, let us remember Him who gives us all things and return to Him the first fruits 
of all those wonderful blessings. !
Glorious Father in Heaven, 
We come to you as we are broken, miserable sinners. Thank you so very much for giving us your Son to endure the 
cross and suffer the hell that we deserve. After all you have done for us, we still ask for more and you continue to 
bless us more. We need continued encouragement. Strengthen us through your Word and Sacrament. Keep us 
from growing weary of coming to your table and from hearing your word. Teach us the true meaning of joyful first 
fruits giving. Encourage us to encourage others. Fix our eyes on Jesus. We ask this in the name of your Son, our 
sinless, resurrected, and ascended Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. !
 ! ! !!!!!
Save the Date for Grand Event V! 
The date and theme are out, so be sure to mark your calendar to join the fun. Saturday, February 13, 2016, will celebrate our 
“Walk by Faith” in this valuable teen ministry at Lakeside Lutheran High School. This fun social fundraiser makes a critical 
difference in the growth of our student assistance fund and several other areas. Interested in helping plan the where and how 
and what else? Have something to donate to the auctions? Please contact Bari at (920) 648-2321 x2223 or bvredeve@llhs.org. !!!!
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!!
The Zion Outreach Board is working with  

Cardinal Embroidery of Columbus to 
offer several different clothing items 

with the Zion Church logo. !
Go to zionapparel.itemorder.com  

to see the products available, 
order online, and pay with credit or debit card. !

If you would prefer to pay with check 
or are concerned with sizes of the items, 

just to to Cardinal Embroidery in downtown Columbus 
and they will be glad to assist you. 

!
Contact Matt Weidner at (920) 623-5796 with questions. 
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822 Western Avenue	
Columbus, WI 53925	!
Return Service Required	!
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Newsletter of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church and School 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE !
Thursday Worship………………………6:30pm 
Friday Bible Breakfast………………….6:00am 
Sunday Worship at Church…..….8:00, 10:30am 
Sunday Adult Bible Study at Church..…9:00am 
Sunday School at Zion School……..…..9:00am !Church and School located at 822 Western Avenue

Upcoming Events 
Thurs., Dec. 3 - Ladies’ Aid Meeting, 2:00pm 

Wed., Dec. 9  - Meeting Night, 7:30pm 
Thurs., Dec. 10 - No Thursday Worship Service 

Tues., Dec. 15 - Christmas Concert, 1:30 & 6:30pm 
Thurs., Dec. 17 - No Thursday Worship Service 

Sun., Dec. 20 - Children’s Christmas Service, 8:30 & 10:30am 
Thurs., Dec. 24 - Candlelight Worship, 4:00 & 7:00pm 

Fri., Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Worship, 10:00am 
Thurs., Dec. 31 - New Year’s Eve Worship, 5:00pm 
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