The Messenger

The Monthly Newsletter of Zion Lutheran Church, Columbus, WI

FAVORITE éEBLé-VERSES & WELS
The Great Exchange

This year in our monthly articles we are
considering favorite verses from the Bible,

This month’s favorite Bible verse
is: Isaiah 53:5

“He was pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed
for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us
peace was on him, and by his
wounds we are healed.”

Life is filled with exchanges.
Employees exchange forty hours
for a paycheck. Fans exchange
forty dollars for a seat at the
game (and then exchange
another ten dollars for a hotdog
and drink!). Every day we
exchange time, money, effort, and
emotion for what we hope brings us joy, peace,
and satisfaction.

The Bible speaks about exchanges, too. It says
that God does not want us to have any sin. In
fact, he says that if we do sin, we cannot live
with him because he is a sinless, holy God. Sin is
so serious to God that he pronounces the death
penalty for anyone who sins. He says, “The
wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23) and “The
soul who sins is the one who will die” (Ezekiel
18:20). So, who can ever hope to stand in God’s
presence and enjoy his favor? For try as we

\

might, we are not perfect. Sinful thoughts,
words, and acts clutter our lives.

There is good news, however. In love for us, God
made an exchange. Instead of holding us under
his judgment for all our wrongdoing, he placed
his Son under judgment instead of us. The Bible
is speaking about Jesus when it says, “He was
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed
for our iniquities; the punishment that brought
us peace was upon him, and by his
wounds we are healed.”

That is a great exchange! Jesus came
and exchanged his life for ours. Our
transgressions (times when we fail
to live according to God’s holy will)
were taken away when Jesus was
pierced on the cross. Our iniquities
(all the things we think or do that
don’t measure up to God’s perfect
will) were taken away when Jesus
was crushed in death. Our
punishment was paid for by Jesus.

Through Jesus you have peace with
God. Through his wounds you are
given life with God. Through Jesus
you are forgiven and loved by God. Yes, you!
God chose to make that exchange for you.

The Son of
God Goes
Forth to War

MIDWEEK LENT WORSHIP
FEBRUARY 26-APRIL1

WEDNESDAYS AT 3:30 AND 7:00 PM

(SUPPER SERVED FROM 4:30-6 PM)

812 Western Avenue Columbus, WI 53925 920.623.5180 zioncolumbus.org
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A note from your pastor as Lent begins:

People struggled with the question in Jesus’ day. “We
know his parents, Mary and Joseph. They live in
Nazareth. How can he say he came from heaven?”!
Jesus lamented, “You won't believe until you see
some miracle.”? A writer not long after Jesus had to
remind some of the earliest Christians, “Faith is
accepting as fact things you can't observe.”3

We struggle with it, too, don’t we, whether we are
relatively young in faith or seasoned veterans of it?
We observe that those who cheat, steal, manipulate,
lie, and hurt get ahead. We observe that those who
love... those who love God first of all, and love
others... get hurt, get lied to, get manipulated, stolen
from, and cheated on. We observe the unfairness of it
all but can find not one word in Scripture that allows
us revenge.
That's someone
else’s job, the
Bible tells us -
God in eternity,
God through
government -
but not you.
Yours is to
forgive. It
seems unfair,
does it not -
something in us
says that God
ought to be good to good people and mean to bad
people.

But then, we look inward and observe our inability to
forgive, our shortcomings in love, our failures to do
the things we must, much less the things we want to
do. An honest man will observe that if God were good
to good people and bad to bad people, even the nicest
person in the world would deserve far worse than
God gives in this life. An honest man, one of the finest
Christians in the world, who loved God and loved
everyone else so much he risked his life to serve
them observed: What a wretched man I am! Who will
rescue me from this body of death?*An honest man

! John 6:42
2 John 4:48

observes his sin and his helplessness to do anything
about it

This is why [ love Lent. Each year for many past,
Christians have set aside time in the spring (Lent
comes from the Cld English “lengthen”, the time of
year when the days begin to get longer) to pay special
attention to their sin, but not only their sin, but what
the love of our God drove him to do about it. During
Lent, you will hear nothing about “self-help”, but
about our helplessness. During Lent, you will not
hear about our goof-ups or mistakes, but about sin.
During Lent, you will not hear anything like “Do your
best and God will do the rest,” but “repent” and “your
God has done everything for you.” You will not hear a
theology of glory as you worship during Lent, but the
theology of the cross.

That's what faith
is all about. It’s
about observing
a weak and
pitiful man,
being beaten and
tortured to death
and accepting as
fact that this
man is the all -
powerful, eternal
God. It's about
reading texts
written 2,000
years ago and accepting as fact that the Holy Spirit
inspired them with you in mind, so you would
believe. It's about observing your sins, observing
your weaknesses and accepting the fact that the all-
powerful, all-wise, all loving God has forgiven you
though you struggle and allows your troubles to drive
you closer to him. It's about observing the cross
through tears that one minute come from sorrow
over your sin and the next with joy over your Savior.

| pray that as we begin taking the time to worship on
Wednesday evenings this year, you make time to
observe Jesus’ suffering and death part of your
spring. It will strengthen your faith. I hope to see you
here with God’s people during Lent.

* Hebrews 11:1
* Romans 7:24



Last month,
Vanessa and
Gianna, twin
daughters of
Kyle and Emilie
McFadden (and
sisters to
Dominic)
became children
of Godina
private baptism
in their home.

Please continue to pray for these children that they
remain children of God through faith in Jesus
throughout their lives and offer them encouragement
at every opportunity.

bonSundoQSchool

_http://www zioncolumbus. org [
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Get in Touch

Church/School Office
(920) 623-5180
office@zioncrusaders.com
www.zioncolumbus.org

Tim Schwartz, Pastor
(509) 480-2967

tschwartz24@gmail.com

Ben Zuberbier, Pastor
(920) 517-7940

pastorbenzuberbier@gmail.com

Alex Vandenberg, Principal
(507) 353-0719

avandenberg@zioncrusaders.com

Jim Grasby, Lakeside Principal

(920) 648-2321
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Church

Council

Council Names and Numbers

Dan Retzlaff, Chairman

Don Lamb, Vice-Chairman
Nick Uebelacker, Secretary
Brady Weiland, Treasurer
Andrew Tratar, Education
Bruce Zander, Elders

Nils Johansson, Qutreach

Jim Greiling, Property

Otto Mattke, Stewardship
Craig Lathrop, Family Ministry

920-319-0018
920-382-4338
608-225-8861
920-285-7362
920-296-1485
920-438-4014
608-239-5123
920-948-1746
608-516-5279
608-770-2498
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Greeter Schedule

.o

March 1st
8:00am — E6 10:30am — L12
Jim & Jenny Greiling Nils & Lara Johansson
March 8th
8:00am — E7 10:30am — L13
Dale & Joyce Gajdosik Aaron & Rache] Larson
March 15th
8:00am — E8 10:30am — L1
Wilma Lenz & Janell Allar &
Joan Herzberg Kay Salzwedel
March 22nd
8:00am — E9 10:30am — L2
Bill & Merle Nehmer Laurie Kirchberg &
Pat Premo
March 29th
8:00am — E10 10:30am — L3
Gene Beier Rick & Lisa Gentz

If you are interested in being added as a greeter or need

to be removed from the schedule, please contact
Melody Krakow at (920) 210-6323.

E—

8
(b

INISTR

Video Team Schedule
March 2020

1 Matt Greiling

8 Gary Schuhmacher
15 Randy Koehn

22 Phil Manteufel

29 Matt Greiling
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10:30am - March 1st
7:00pm - March 4th

8:00am - March 1st

Team E2 Team L5

Dale Schilling (C) Phil Manteufel (C)
Dale Gajdosik Peter Lewke
Randy Vick Dave Harle
Kenneth Schulz Paul Musser

Matt Yaroch Brian Baney

Nick Yaroch Eric Musser

Nate Yaroch

March 8th, March 11th & March 15th

8:00am - March 8th
7:00pm - March 11th

10:30am - March 8th
10:30am - March 15th

Team E3 Team L6
Randy Koehn (C) Otto Mattke (C)
Dan Retzlaff Paul Kehi (A}
Noah Litherland Dennis Winter
Jim Stadler Carl Wolf

Ben Grambsch William Mattke
Josiah Schwartz Nils Johansson
William Penterman Shaun Opsahl
March 15th, March 18th & March 22nd

8:00am - March 15th
8:00am - March 22nd

7:00pm - March 18th
10:30am - March 22nd

Team E4 Team L7

Mark Lindell (C) Matt Huber {C)
Remington Lindell Carter Huber
Roger Weiland Jeremy Maas
Bryce Weiland Peter Klokow
Brett Weiland Tony Owens
Norman Weiland Jack Klokow
Eric Turnquist

March 25th, March 29th & April 1st

7:00pm - March 25th
8:00am - March 29th

10:30am - March 29th
7:00pm - April 1st

Team E5 Team L1

Kim Schilling (C) Tom Schultz (C)
Ronald Knudson George Decker (A)
Andy Tratar Aaron Larson
John Zandler James Kopfer
Scott Brenner Dayne Kopfer
Matt Vosberg Brandon Lee

Brian Vierck
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If you have any questions about the usher schedule,
would like to be added as an usher or won’t be able to
serve any longer as an usher, please call Randy Koehn

at (608) 296-4333.

Church Attendance
January 2020
Date Total
2/5 383
9/12 366
16/19 338
23/26 396
30 65
Ministrations

Death:

1. June Lee - Born 6/12/1939; Died 1/22/2020.

) > @Eﬁ{ﬁ(/ay
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Delores Hasenfuss 4th 89 years
Harriet Moll 5th 90 years
Wayne Moungey  16th 83 years

Genevieve Setz

M nger Deadli

Please submit your Messenger

articles by March 20th.
Contact Sue Henning at
(608) 225-4853 or

24th 81 years
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suehenning25@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Ladies Aid

Due to a problem with the last group picture, we will
have another Ladies Aid group picture taken at 2:00pm
on March 5th. I hope all members (with their smiles)
can attend. We will also be making final plans for our
March 11th Lenten lunch, LWMS door collection and
review other projects. All ladies are welcome to join us.

Tax Time - Review Time

By this time of the year everyone has received their W-2
forms and have settled down to the “enjoyable” task of
preparing their taxes. If you are already finished —
congratulations! But whether you are still scurrying
around finding documents and receipts or have sighed
in relief that the job is completed, now is the perfect
time to review your 2020 gifts to the Lord in
relationship to your 2019 income.

The pastors have just completed the 10 for 10 Bible
Study outlining the spiritual motivation for returning
our first fruit offerings to the Lord. Maybe this is the
year that you would be willing to try make your first
fruit offering a tithe, at least for 10 weeks as the 10 for
10 program suggests. “Bring the whole tithe.....Test me
in this,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if I will not
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so
much blessing that you will not have room enough for
it"” Malachi 2:10.

Whatever percentage of your income you had
prayerfully decided to give last year, now is a great time
to review it.

One other suggestion. If you have or will receive a
refund, consider that this too can be considered
“income” and return a portion of it to the Lord. What a
great opportunity to dedicate 10% of it to further God’s
work in our church and reach out to the hurting souls in
our community.

Your Stewardship Board
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Thrivent/Choice Dollars

A reminder that your Choice dollars from 2019 expire
March 31, 2020. For Zion Church or School to benefit
from your generosity please call Thrivent at
1-800-847-4836. Say ‘Thrivent Choice’ at the prompt,
then say your birth date, or go online to Thrivent.com/
thriventchoice.

Your care and love for our foundation of Zion is greatly
appreciated. Please note, any dollars not designated by
you will go back to Thrivent's general fund, where they
decide in the fall which charitable organizations they
should spend the money on.

If you have any questions I will try my best to help.
Michelle Wolf, Thrivent Volunteer at 623-0354

Lutheran Women's Missionary Society
In March many of us celebrate St. Patrick’s Day,

whether we are of Irish extraction or not. St. Patrick is
one of the most famous Christian missionaries, bringing
the Christian (i.e. Catholic} faith to Celtic Ireland
around 432 A.D. Today the work of Christian
missionaries around the world is largely unsung. Thus,
the importance of the Lutheran Women's Missionary
Society, whose stated mission is to "increase awareness
of, interest in, and support of the mission outreach of
WELS.”

The members of LWMS do that individually with our
prayers and letters and gifts of encouragement, and
collectively as an organization consisting internationally
of 11 individual and 821 congregational

memberships. We at Zion have such a congregational
membership. Every woman who is a member of Zion is
part of the congregational membership in LWMS.

One way that LWMS supports our missions is with
money. Did you know that at our recent fall rally here at
Zion we collected approximately $1800.00 for the
Apache missions, in addition to another $800.00 for
school supplies? Our Beaver Dam Circuit also sent
several large-and heavy-boxes of crayons and other
school supplies in their direction. At the international
rally held this past summer in Des Moines, the total
mission offering totaled $132,346.38, and the donations
received at the worship service there was

$48,619.92. These offerings were shared with a number
of different deserving mission priorities.

VOLUME LIII, No. 3, MARCH, 2020

We as individuals can all be involved in supporting our
missionaries. Send them a note of encouragement. Keep
them in your prayers. Here is a list of those who are
currently being honored by our circuit.

**Pastor and Mrs. Bradley Wright, Risen Savior Ev.
Lutheran Church, 1685 Lexington Ave., Mansfield,
Ohio 44907

**Pastor and Mrs. Lincoln Albrecht, River of Life Ev.
Lutheran Church, 17040 W. Cocopah Street, Goodyear,
Arizona 85338

**Pastor and Mrs. Kent Reeder, Illumine Lutheran
Church, 11050 Greenwood Ave. N., Seattle, WA
98133-8742

**Pastor and Mrs. Paul Nitz, P.O. Box 30067, Lilongwe,
Malawi, AFRICA
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HAccicted Suicide: A Yarmful lccue for You and Your Loved Onec

What is “assisted suicide”'?

Assisted suicide is promoted as a way in which to relieve
suffering at the end of life. Laws generally allow physicians to
prescribe lethal drugs to patients who are diagnosed with
terminal illnesses and who typicaily have prognoses of six
months or less to live,

Ten states have passed laws legalizing assisted suicide. These
states include California, Colorado, the District of Columbia,

Hawaii, Maine, Montana, New Jersey, Oregon, Vermont, and
Washington.

Many states are trying to legalize assisted suicide. In addition
to trying to pass state laws, supporters of assisted suicide are
filing suits to grant people their “right” to die by assisted
suicide,

What do you need to know?

Assisted suicide is not an act Christians should engage inor
advocate for. Assisted suicide encourages us to grasp for an
inordinate degree of control of our lives (Gen. 3:5) by denying
God's goodness (I Cor. 10:13) and rule in our lives (| Cor. 6: 19
-20}. Although we don’t seek to suffer, in attempting to
“avoid suffering at all costs,” we are calling into question
God’s promise to “use all things for good” in our lives (Rom.
8:28), and we are denying that God has and will continue to
use suffering for good {Heb. 12:5-6). Simply put, God gives
us life, and we have no right to end it!

Assisted suicide is often misrepresented as a
“compassionate” way in which to help people in unremitting

physical pain. The vast majority are motivated by other
suffering, such as “not wanting to be a burden to others,”
feeling depressed, or simply feeling lonely. People in these
circumstances are typically vulnerable and often see the
“right to die” as a “duty to die.” This is tragic, as these
“conditions” have hetter remedies.

Legalized assisted suicide opens the door to a variety of self-
serving financial incentives on the part of insurers,
government entities, and heirs. In actuality, the quest for
greater autonomy and dignity through assisted suicide causes
autonomy and dignity to be diminished, especially for the
elderly and the disabled.

What can you do?

i q*h"i Educate yourself and your congregation. Through
L The Lutheran Home Association {TLHA), you have
access to presentations and educational materials

for use. Email jpgaertner@tiha.org to start
educating yourself and your congregation,

Share your concerns about legalizing assisted
suicide with family, friends, and acquaintances.

@
iy
g \; Be aware. If you or a family member is dealing with
b4 a terminal condition, be aware that social workers

often suggest assisted suicide as an option.
Insurance companies may promote assisted suicide
as a cheaper alternative to longer, potentially more
expensive treatment plans.

Communicate your opposition to assisted suicide to
your state lawmakers, particularly as you become
aware of specific pending legislation.

09000

TLHA.DR.120619

@

tlha.org
888.600.TLHA

VOLUME LIII, No. 3, MARCH, 2020

L5 %

‘"E;" \ Connect with organizations designed to keep you
“" informed. Some organizations are as follows:
Patient Rights Action Fund
Euthanasia Prevention Coalition

Minnesota Alliance for Ethical Healthcare

Work for an alternative. Although we want to stop the
legalization of assisted suicide, we can also work toward
a God-pleasing alternative. Such an alternative is
providing palliative care, which:

P Provides relief from pain and other distressing
symptoms.

P Affirms life and regards dying as a normal process;
intends neither to hasten nor to postpone death.

P Integrates the psychological and spiritual aspects of
patient care.

This is what the TLHA is working toward, and we hope

that you will join us.

THE LUTHERAN HOME
ASSOCIATION
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Speaker

LWMS Beaver Dam Circuit Spring Rally . . Mrs. Beth Flunker

(wife of Missionary Charles Fiunker)

Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, Ripon mission work, culture and life in Brazil
Saturday, April 18, 2020

“Doi Schedule

omg, Registration 9:30 AM

Hwoméu Reporter's Meeting 10:00 AM

Bible Study 10:15 AM
Lunch 11:45 AM
Devotion and Speaker 12:40 AM

Not Done VYet”

Hands-on service project
Dollars for Bibles for Brazil

"So you also, when you have done
everything you were told to do, should say,
'‘We are unworthy servants; we have only
done our duty.™ Luke 17:10

PAGE6
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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
Financial Statement

VOLUME LIIL No. 3, MARCH, 2020

January 2020
T
Estimated Fiscal Year
Jan 20 Monthly to Date Budget
Budget Jul 18 - Jan 20
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Church Picnic Income - -
Extra Synod Missions Income 160.00 2,014.00
General Fund Offerings 48,075.92 391,894.59
LLHS Building Income 2500 359.00
Other Donations 142357 548457
Other Receipts ) 75.00 (896.21)
(PR Revolving Lineof Crodt @ 485% 17,1000 900
WLCFS Income - 8.00
WLIM Income - 8.00
Total Income 66,859.49 443,148.95
Expense
Apartment Rent - 855.00 (585.000 7.860.00
Called Workers Salaries & Taxes 27,593.43 28,043.33 188,008.87 336,520.00
Church Supplies 42510 264.58 282734 3,175.00
Convention/Cont' Education - 58.33 - 700.00
Copier - 30417 2,216.05 3,8650.00
Eldars Board - 20.83 - 250.00
Family Ministry Board 33553 375.00 1,226.28 4 .500.00
Guest Pastor - 250.00 1.661.68 3,000.00
Health Insurance 10,205 39 8,047.00 57,34578 £6,564.00
HRA Bavings 1.000.00 1,300.00 10,000.00 12,000.00
Interest Expense - - 204 49 -
Custodial 1,031.52 1,166.67 8.,37069 14,000.00
LLHS Building Expense 25.00 - 35000 -
LLHS Expense 2,750.00 2,750.00 19,250.00 33,000.00
Maintenance 1.817.30 2,7122.02 1587238 3267500
Meditations 3682.00 125.00 1,086.00 1.500.00
Mileags 554 .45 35000 3,81037 4,200.00
Miscellaneous - 12.50 47.47 150.00
Organists 428.99 481.67 2,597.77 5,780.00
Qutreach Board 54475 375.00 1,556.40 4.500.00
Payrolt Expenses 57810 291.67 2,115.85 3.500.00
Penslon Insurance 200.00 3,116.83 20,968.00 37.402.00
Postage and Delivery 331.03 116.67 1,037.12 1,400.00
Secretarial 2,426.26 204167 15,112.35 24,500.00
Stewardship Board - 150.00 1.919.17 1,800.00
Substitute Teaching (105.83) - (68.01) -
Sunday School/VBS - 166.87 0929.14 2,000.00
Synod Mission Expense 5,860.00 5.500.00 40,314.00 66,000.00
Telephone & Internet Expense 251.79 28333 1,825.82 3,400.00
Utilities 5,357.57 238542 25,208.80 28,825.00
WLCFS Expense - - 8.00 -
WLIM Expense - - 8.00 -
Weorker Comp/Liability Insurance - 1,208.33 - 14,500.00
Worship - 84417 2,114.87 7.730.00
Totat Expense 61,77238 82,8608.75 42704556 754,881.00
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Report for the Month of:

Zion Lutheran Church - Estate Funds Report

January 2020

[Previous Month Assets

$173,382.63)

Total Transactions

-$25,017.00

[Total Current Assets

$148,365.63]

New Church/School Total

$126,349.26

n:un!am\uns:nu

Accounts

Undesignated
Checking

Previous Balance

$345.63]

Monthly Transactions®

{5149.98)

Current Balance

$195.70 |

|Explanation

Undesignated Savings

mnu.ono.mu—

$780.00

Explanation

$21,820.67 |

NEW Church/ School
Fund Savings

mwmo.nmmha_

{526,842.22)

$123,394.02 _

NEW Church/School
Checking

$1,760.041

$1,195.20

Jexplanation

$2,955.24 |

|Explanation

Transactions

{$150.00) Joan Marks

$725.00 1-10 Deposkt

$200.00 1-2 Deposit

$14,000.00 1-7 Transfer from NCS Savings

50,02 Interest

$55.00 1.17 Deposit

$75.00 1-3 Deposit

(514,704.80) Ck #2271

$13,597.78 1-6 Deposit

1-10 Trarsfer from NCS
$30,000.00_Savings

$150.00 1-7 Deposit

{$30,000.00) Ck #2272

{$5,425.00) 1-7 Morgage Payment

1-29 Transfer from NCS
$1,900.00 Savings

1-7 Transfer to NCS
{514,000.00) Checking

$75.00 1-B Deposit

$1,114.00 1-10 Beposit

1-10 Transter to NCS
{$30,000.00) Checking

$1,520.00 1-13 Deposit

$50.00 1-14 Deposit

$345.00 1-15 Deposit

$225.00 1-16 Deposit

$25.00 1-17 Deposit

$2,375.00 1-20 Deposit

$440.00 1-21 Deposit

{55,425.00} 1-21 Mortgage Payment

$75.00 1-22 Deposit

$59.00 1-24 Deposit

$9,750.00 127 Deposit

$55.00 1-28 Deposit

$75.00 1-29 Deposit
1-2% Transfer to NCS
{$1,900.00) Checking
$244.00 1-30 Depusit
$358.00 1-31 Deposit
{$900.00) 1-31 Withdraw|

{ Monthly Transactions TOTAL

[$149.58]]

$780.00 |

{526,842.22)|

$1,195.20

|TOTAL TRANSACTIONS

{$25,017.00)f

[interest eceived

50.02 |

MNotes:

$900 withdraw! - Counting team mis-applied shouid have been Lakeside building fund

Check #2271
Check # 2272

Accoustics project
Mortgage principle payment
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