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A friend is someone who knows all about me and likes
me  anj/u/ajJ.  Have  you  heard  that  description  of  a
friend? How would you define what a  friend is? Are
you happy with the friends you have? Do you wish you
had more friends or different kinds  of friends? That
your friendships were healthier or more helpful?

People might define friends in various ways, but one
thing is certain. God designed people with a need for
friendship. When he created the first man, he offered
this  observation:  "It  is  not  good  for  the  man  to  be
alone" (Genesis 2:18). We naturally feel the need that
God  observed,  but faithful  friends  might be  hard  to
come by.

In  the  internet world,  friends  often  call  each  other
BFF's-Best Friends Forever. But those same friends
often turn on each other and end up more as enemies
than as friends. No matter how well someone knows
and likes you, there really is no friend who knows all
about     you.     Your     innermost
secrets remain locked within you,
and   there   are   deeper   feelings
than       anyone       could       ever
understand.

God wants you to know what you
might  have  suspected  all  along.
He  does  know all  about you.  He
observes that you need someone
to whom you can pour out your        ,,
heart, and he is willing to be that     `,.<55
One.                                                                                : =

But do you want God to be a BFF,
when deep down you know what
he knows about you? As his own

=Bx^A^
Word says, ``If we claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves" (1 John 1:8). Few of us would make such a
claim,  but the  good  news  is  that  God  still  wants  to
claim us as friends, despite our shortcomings.

That  is  why  Jesus  Christ,  God's  Son,  came  into  the
world long ago. He came to do what only the best of
friends would do-he came to  lay down his life for
you.  He  came to stand in for you and take whatever
punishment God's justice demanded for your sins. And
God accepted his own Son's sacrifice to wipe out the
guilt of your sin.

That is why God invites you to see him as your best
friend. He knows all about you and everything thatyou
need.  He extends his love to you without conditions,
for the sake of his Son's death on the cross.

You will not find a more faithful friend than God. Look
to the living God and learn more about his faithfulness
and love. The more you learn, the more you will find
that he is a true Friend that you can always trust.

A Community Event
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1. Where did each of you grow up and go to school?

)eff -Grew up and went to school in Fall River in a family of
12 kids along with our parents.

Melody - My family moved every 4 years but my parents
made sure I attended a WELS grade school no matter
where we lived. Even though we moved a lot, most of my

grade school years were at St. Peter's in Fond Du Lac and
finished at our Zion School. I attended both Columbus  and
Fall River High schools.

2. When and how did you meet and marry?

The first time I saw Melody was when I was on leave in the
Marine Corps and visiting my high school. I saw her and
went "Wow, who is that?" Every time I read the story of
Rebeka and Isaac, I know the feeling they had upon seeing
each other for the first time. We didn't date for a while, but
when we did get to know each other better, Melody told
me she had the same thoughts as I did. We got married 16
May 1981.

3. Where in life are your kids?

Both our daughters have married and have children.
Mamie has 3 kids and lives in Appleton. Katnna has 4 kids
and lives in Verona. So happy
that they are close enough to
visit with relative ease. Mamie
works outside the house and
her kids attend St. Paul's
Lutheran School in Appleton
and belong to that church.
Katrina home schools, except
their oldest who is a freshman
at Lakeside, and they belong
to Resurrection Lutheran
Church.

4. Where did the Marine Corps
take you when you served?
What opportunities did it
open up for both of you when

your time of active duty was
over?

My entire active duty career
was in Sunny Southern
California. I was also in ROTC

_ii- _

at the University of wisconsin -Madison and did join the
active reserve for a while, but my travels with them kept
me in the United States, just different parts of it.

It was well after active duty that we actually dated and
marned, but I never forgot the first time I saw Melody. I
like to think the Marines gave me some leadership

qualities as well as enhance proper respect, chain of

command (this is relevant in all vocations), following
orders, and independence, since it was the first time away
from home, but finding Melody, I never long for
independence again. I enjoy depending on her as well as
she depends on me. It has also given me a desire to help
veterans in need and their families as well as keeping

patriotism in front of people.

5. Do each of you have a person who was a strong spiritual
mentor, who really influenced you in your faith? What was
it about them that made a big impression on you?

Jeff - Growing up my Sunday school teachers encouraged
me to go into the ministry. Obviously, I didn't. I think
Pastor Cares taught me a lot especially all we can do is

preach and teach, preach and teach, preach and teach and,
yes, he always said it three times. Pastors Sins and Wilke
taught me the lessons for the Congregational Assistant
Program along with going to MLC, Seminary, and Synod
Offices. Their faith, outward love for their Savior, and
humility are the biggest influences.

Melody - My mother was my biggest influence as she
helped me memorize Bible passages, sang hymns with me
while doing household chores. I have so many bible
verses,(King James, of course) and hymns still within my
memory. Only shows what starting young and often does
in helping grow and keeping faith in |esus. My mother

introduced me to my Savior
very early walking me through
the church year. Another very
influential man was Pastor Karl
Gurgel during my years at St
Peter's in Fond Du Lac. He
taught me to value and to
respect ALL of Gods children
and pressed upon me the
importance of memory work.

6. Reflect, if you would, on your
time serving as an elder and in
other areas of our congregation.
What's the greatest challenge
and the greatest joy about
service in a church?

Elders is very challenging as
well as rewarding. You get to
meet a lot of people even
though it is for some difficult
reasons, mainly

church/communion attendance. When they respond in a
positive way, we have to understand the power of the Holy
Spirit is working in them and it's nothing I did. Also, when
the response is negative, for the time being, they are
rejecting God and not me. I can only imagine what would
happen if our entire congregation visited someone they



know that is straying and encouraged them. But then, God
can do much more than I can imagine!

Jeff -The greatest joy is serving God's people, whether it is
serving communion, assigning communion help, teaching
Bible Study, or actually doing the service when our pastors
are out of town or ill. Christ and Him crucified is the most
important thing for people to know and it is truly a joy and
blessing to bring that message to people.

Melody -I have great joy in singing in the choir, thanhing
God for restoring my voice. And an even greater joy is
doing ETC (Extended care). There are some challenges
with coordinating sometimes but the joy of the children is
wonderful! I sometimes think I get more hugs from the
children than I do from Jeff (ha ha). Being on Zion's staff is
a wonderful opportunity for me to stay young as I grow
older. The family atmosphere is warm and invitlng.
Working in a place where I can share my Jesus is priceless,

7. Looking ahead, what challenges do you see our
congregation facing? What unique things set this church
apart as a good place to call your spiritual home?

Our congregation faces the same problems as many others,
attendance and financial.  What sets us apart are our very
faithful and gifted called workers along with our active
members. We have young, old, and everything in between
that are very faithful, loving  people. We are a family.
Whether we talk about the big family I grew up in, my
Marine  Corps family, or our church family, we all need
each other and others need us. As God  tells us in 1
Corinthians, we are one body but many parts. Not one is
less important than any other.

Melody -My faith in Christ Jesus has gotme through
every trial the Evil Foe throws at  me. Zion Lutheran
Church  has been a spiritual beacon of light sustaining my
faith  through word and sacrament and bible studies until
Jesus takes me Home.
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The mission of Zion
Evangelical Lutheran Church
and School is to preach and
teach God's saving Word in
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Get in Touch
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Robert Wilke, Pastor
(920) 6234870

revrwilke@rmai].com
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Greeter Schedule

*-...-.i-.....,.,

Febmarv 3
8unam i E7
Dale & Joyce Gajdock

Februav 10
8:ooam i E8
Vviha Lenz &

Joan Herzberg

Februav 17
8:ooam i E9
Bill & Merle Nehmer

Februarv 24
8:00am i Elo
Gene & Elane Beier

10:30am -Lll
John & Sarah Brey

10:30am -L12
Nils & Lara Johans§on

10:30am -L13
Aaron & Rachel Larson

10:30am -LI
Nancy Huebner

If you are interested in being added as a greeter or need
to be removed from the schedule, please contact
Melody Krakow at (920) 210-6323.

Video Team Schedule
February 2019

3  Gary Schuhmacher
10  Phil Manteufel
17  Matt Greiling
24  Randy Koehn
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Februnrv 3 & Februarv 10
8:00am -ifeam E4                 10:30am -lean LI
Mark Lindell (C)                  Tom schultz (C)
Remington Lindell               Geonge Decker (A)
AAndy Thatar                          Aaron Larson
Andrew Bussian                  James Kopfer
Matt Yaloch                          Dayne Kopfer
Nick Yaloch                           Brandon Lee

Brianvierck

Februarv 17 & Februarv 24
8:00am -Team E5
Kin Schilling (C)
Ronald Knudson
John Zandler
Scott Brermer
Matt Vosberg

10:30am -Team L2
Dale Schultz (C)
Daniel Schultz
Matt Gan§er
Dylan Schultz
Michael Hallberg
Nathan Hallberg
Heny Tews

If you have any questions about the schedule, would
like to be added as an usher or won't be able to serve
any longer as an usher, please call Randy Koehn at
(608) 296-4333.
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Church Attendance
December 2018

Date
2

6/9
13/16
23
24
30/31

Total
67

366
498
817
527
379

Minirfutions
Baptis-
15. Packer David Uebelackei son of Nick &

Roselym Uebelacker. Born 11 /3 /2018,
Baptized 12 /2/2018.

16. Jasper Michael Wemer, son of Christopher &
SarahWemer.Bom12/4/2018,Baptized
12/22/2018.

17. Linda ]o King, daughter of Johnny & Becky
King.Bomll/28/2018,Baptizedl2/15/2018.

18. Colin Eric Longseth, son of David &
StephanieLongseth.Bom8/26/2015,
Baptizedl2/25/2018.

19. Aydra Ann Longseth, daughter of David &
StephanieLongseth.Born6/13/2017,
Baptizedl2/25/2018.

Me££engprT)ELadlinp

Pleases=bmityourMessenger
articles by Febmary 22nd.
Contact Sue Hemming at
(608) 2254853 or
suehenning25@gi.nail.com if you have any questions.

VOLUME LII, No. 2, FEBRUARY, 2019

Ladies Aid
Our winter meeting break
is over so plan to come to
our next meethg on
Fchruary 7th at 2pm in the
Fellowship Hall.

Ladies Aid

At the beginning of our meeting, Brady Weiland will be
there to explain our church finances and our new
church envelopes.

We will discuss upcoming church events during our
regular business meeting. All ladies in our congregation
are welcome to attend.

Link to Your Librarv
Zion's church horary has
been a blessing for members
and guests for 14
years. It has been used by
232 people of all ages. We
cuITently hour 993 items,
and thanks to generous
donors, are adding new
things all the time. This

year., I hope to increase
awareness of our valuable resources by highlighting a
few things each month.

Some recent additions are: The Lord Is My Light CD,
How Great Our Joy CD, The Wandering Pirate Ship
(Tween section), 2 Lutheran Science Institute |ournals,
Show Me Your Mighty Hand: Peace from God's Word
for Special-Needs Moms, Real People: Meditations on
101 People of the Bible, Stronger Together: 30 Days to a
More Godly Marriage, Searching for Light in a World of
Darkness (Teen section), Escaping the Deathtraps: The
Joy of Gathering Around the Tnith, On Giving Advice
to God (2 in the set), Gory Deaths (Teen section), Master
Criminals (Teen section). Cozy up with a good book
and grow in your faith!

PAGE 3



WONDERFUL NEWS

ByGod'sgraceandthroughyourgenerouscommitmentstotheFoundationforOurFuturecampaign,wehavebeen
able to make a significant reduction in our church mortgage with American Bank. Our campaign was focused on
ralsingenoughfundstoeliminateourmortgageof$1.7milliondollars.Wearehappytoreportthatwewereableto
make a $100,000 reduction in principal on January 18th. This along with the regular payments we have been making
since the campaign began has already reduced our balance to just over $1.5 million.

In addition, sufficient funds have been kept in reserve in the building fund to ensure that we have the monies
necessarytomakeourbimonthlypaymentsforthenextyear.Also,sincethevotersdecidedtousemoneyfromthe
building fund to pay any unusual repairs that are needed on the school, a reasonable amount was held in reserve in
case they are needed for this as well.

The building fund balance will be continued to be moritored and as is prudent, additional amounts will be used to
reduce the principle of the church mortgage in addition to our regular payments.

ThadsbetoourLordforhisgenerousgiftstousthatallowedustoreciprocationbycommittingtofundingthe
campaign.

IT'S NEW - IT'S NOT WORKING RIGHT!

Oftenwhensomethingisnewittakesawhiletogetusedtothewayitworks.Thisseemstobehappeningwithour
newenvelopesystem.Hereareafewsuggestionstomakeitfunctionproperlyandmakeiteasierforthewonderful
members who generously donate their time each week to tabulate our offerings.

•     Please use your envelope number and write it ±egj±2±5r. This helps our counter people to work faster and to

guaranty that the amount is credited to the right account.•     If you don't know your envelope number, please:prfuyour name on the envelope.  Also, you can get your
envelope number by contacting the church office.

•     The section on the envelope marked ``BUILDINGFUND'' is the same as the FOUNDATION FOR OUR

FUTURE.IfyouarecontributingtotheFoundationforOurFuturecampaign,checkthe``BuildingFund"
square and list the amount in the space provided for it.

•     Please make sure that the total amount enclosed in the envelope is reflected in one or more of the selections on

the outside of it so that the counters know which fund to assign the money to.

Withalittleeffortthisnewsystemwillworkseamlesslyandsoonwillbeournormalprocess.Isn'talittleeffortonour
partworihthe$4000savingsweenjoybyusingtheseenvelopes?

VOLUME LII, No. 2, FEBRUARY, 2019 PAGE 4



American Red Cross

6ivclbeho.He+psavelives.

:+:+:+:+:+:+:+:+:+:+:
BIood Drive

Columbus Community
Faith Luthei-an Church

120  Faith  Dr

Tuesday, February 19, 2019
111 =30 AM to 5:30 PIvl

Appointments  preferred ;  walk-ins welcomel

For an appointment call  1 -800-RED CROSS
(1 -800-733-2767) or visit  redcrossblood.org

You can save  up to  15  minutes when you  donate  blood  by using  Rapidpassl  Visit
redcrossblood.org/Rapidpass for more  information.

1 -800-RED  CROSS  I  1 -800-733-2767  I  redcrossblood.org  I  Download  the  Blood  Donor App

VOLUME LII, No. 2, FEBRUARY, 2019
PAGE 5
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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church

General  Fund Financial Statement
December 2018

Estimated                Ftscal Yeal
Monthly                      ta Date
Budget                 Jul 18 -Dec  18

Ordinary Income/Expense

Income

Cliurch Picnic Income

Extra Synod Missions Income

283.00

1,020.00

General Fund offerings                                                                                              75.417.00                                                         286,774.99

General  Fund offerings -ONLINE GIVING                                                            12,898.00 67,856.00

LLH§ Building Income

Other Donations

other Receipts
i,Tralisferred from office Aecourit
\\Transfierreafrom undesignated

Transferred from Building Funcl tor Sc.I.ool Repairs

ifF_pr_u_B_pe_v_orty±g.±g..e±f£±s_gli_I_a_4=3_±pe_I_pta_re3±___.____
WLCFS Income

WLIM  Income

Total Income

Expense

AparmentRent

Called Workers Salaries & Taxes

Cl`urch Supplies

Convention/Cont. Education

Copier

Elders Board

Family Ministry  Board

Guest Pastor

Hearth insurance

HRAsavings

Custodial

LLlis  Building  Experise

LLHS Expense

Maintenance

Meditations

Mileage

Miscellaneous

orgarrists

Outreach Board

Payroll Expenses

Penstori Insurance

postage and I)ewery

Secretaries

Stewardship Board

Substitute Teacliing

Sunday School

Syltod Mission Expense

Telephone & Internet Expense

utilities

WLCFS Expense

WLIM  Expense

Worker Comp/Liabmty Insurance

Worship

Total Expense

VOLUME LII, No. 2, FEBRUARY, 2019 PAGE 7

860.00

3,493.00

901-58

(3,SOO.00'

165,00

115.00

85,901.00

655.00                       655.00

29,046.42                 28,799.50

456.99                        250.00

46.12                           58.33

300.00

20.83

(40.35)                       358.33

58.33

7,966.80                   7,716.67

1,300.00                    2,023.00

967.06                    1,250 00

170.00

4,180.75                    2,250.00

4,159.17                    2,250.00

125.00

251.75                       333.33

12.50

310.20                        453.33

55.00                        250.00

30725                      283.33

9,078.00                   2,663.33

251.99                           104.17

2,88950                  2,033.33

632.88                        525.00

(176.41)

725,06                      233.33

8,376.50                   4,668 87

309.10                         241.67

2,919.36                    3,531.25

165.00

115.00

-                            1,166.67

2,686.24                        500.00

77,804.38                 63,112.92

15.500.001

6.2":"`1

1,052.00

750.00

384,734.08

3,930.00

171,541.41

2,245`46

336.12

1,703,21

1,227.53

412.70

46,610.80

1,300,00

5,837.84

860.00

17.257.55

28,902.84

724.00

1,801.90

100.00

1,944.98

1 ,007. 1 9

1.796.00

17,340.00

499.38

13,131.86

3,603.45

55,18

1,421.12

35,435.11

1,568.74

22,893.88

1.052.00

750,00

3.627.39

7,860.00

345,594.00

3,000.00

700.00

3,600.00

250.00

4,300.00

700.00

92,600.00

24,276.00

15.000.00

27,000,00

27,000.00

1,500.00

4,000.00

1SO.00

5,440.00

3,000.00

3.400.00

31.960-00

1,250.00

24.400.00

6.300.00

2,800.00

56,000.00

2,900-00

42.375.00

14,000.00

6'000.00

390,917.64                 757.355.00
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